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In this collection of 12 essays Mark Brazil reflects on thirty years of traveling the 

Japanese Archipelago marveling at its beautiful landscapes and fascinating 

biodiversity. Perhaps best known for his review of the Japanese avifauna in “The 

Birds of Japan” and more recently for his “Field Guide to the Birds of East 

Asia”, Brazil is also an accomplished essayist. For more than 30 years he has 

enticed foreigners to visit the wilder parts of Japan, especially Hokkaido, through 

his regular essays appearing in The Japan Times newspaper and a wide range of 

other publications. In this new collection of essays, organized seasonally and 

monthly, Brazil reveals his deep-seated respect for the natural world, his passion 

for Japanese wildlife, and his love of Hokkaido. His essays, written in a personal, 

reflective style and based on his personal experiences, carry the reader from 

Okinawa to Sado-jima, from the Japan Alps to Mt Fuji, but most frequently to his 

favourite parts of Hokkaido, Daisetsu, Shiretoko, Akan and Nemuro. Brazil 

weaves his essays from the colourful threads of his own wildlife observations, 

from chance encounters with other naturalists, and from Japanese and Ainu 

folklore. Written in an easy, flowing style, this book will appeal equally to 

naturalists, birdwatchers and students of English. Illustrated with more than 75 

line drawings by Hisashi Masuda, this book is more than just a good read, it is a 

delight to the eye and will attract art-lovers who enjoy the meticulous detail of 

Masuda’s work. 
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